PSAN BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES
Teleconference
10:00 a.m., March 27, 2020
1. Meeting called to order at 10:01 a.m. by President Jeremy Feusner.
2. Roll Call (need seven board members for quorum, per By-laws)
President: Jeremy Feusner – P
Treasurer: John Berry – P
Secretary: David Forsythe – P
Administrative Secretary: Gwen Bowers – P
Directors:
Matt Tinkham (2020) – P
Boni Edwards (2020) – P
Jay Dubs (2020) – P
Brian Foral (2021) – P
Eric Schaben (2021) – P
Grant Miller (2021) – P
Casey Sherlock (State Surveyor) (ex-officio director) – P
Dennis Whitfield (Affiliate – SENSLA) – P
Dan Martinez (NSPS) – P
Jerry Penry – P
3. Review and Approve Agenda
Motion to approve by: David Forsythe
Second by: Jay Dubs
Motion: Pass
4. Meeting Minutes
4.1 Review and approve minutes of the December 6, 2019 PSAN Quarterly Board Meeting.
Motion to approve by: Jay Dubs
Second by: Eric Schaben
Motion: Pass
4.2 Review and approve minutes of the February 13, 2020 PSAN Special Board Meeting.
Motion to approve by: Brian Foral
Second by: Matt Tinkham
Motion: Pass
5. Reports
5.1 Treasurer: John Berry
5.1.1

Review and approve Treasurer’s Report dated March 24, 2020.
Motion to approve by: David Forsythe
Second by: Brian Foral
Motion: Pass

5.1.2

Winter Seminar Financials
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5.2 Administrative Secretary’s Report: Gwen Bowers
5.2.1

Administrative Secretary’s Report dated March 24, 2020.

5.3 Conference Committee: Jeremy Feusner
5.3.1

2020 Winter Seminar Post-Conference Surveys & Vendor Survey
Jeremy Feusner reported that there was one more attendee than last year and he
received a lot of constructive feedback from those that attended.

5.3.2

2020 Summer Seminar, Chadron (Jerry Penry & Phil Curd)
Jerry Penry reported that he and Phil are progressing on the planning of the 2020
Summer Seminar. “Save the Date” has already been sent out. We just need good
weather, but Jerry and Phil do have a back-up plan if there is bad weather.

5.3.3

2021 Winter Seminar, Kearney (Dan Martinez)
Dan Martinez noted that there are no new updates since the General Assembly in
January. David Doyle will be the keynote speaker and Dan is finalizing the breakout session speakers.
Jeremy Feusner informed the group that the new Holiday Inn will not be a “Holiday
Inn”. Due to the renovation after the flood, the Holiday Inn will remain. The new
Younes hotel and convention center is rumored to become a Crowne Plaza brand.

5.3.4

2021 Summer Seminar, Nebraska City (David Schmitz & Tom Catlett)
Jeremy Feusner has sent planning information to David and Tom so they can start
planning the 2021 Summer Seminar.

5.3.5

2022 Winter Seminar, Kearney ( need volunteer )
Still looking for someone to host. We will still be in Kearney for the 2022 Winter
Seminar.

5.4 Officer Reports
5.4.1

President: Jeremy Feusner: Nothing to report.

5.4.2

Treasurer: John Berry
PayPal worked out really well for collecting 2020 Winter Seminar fees.

5.4.3

Secretary: David Forsythe: Nothing to report.

5.5 Directors
5.5.1

Matt Tinkham (2020): Nothing to report.

5.5.2

Boni Edwards (2020: Nothing to report.

5.5.3

Jay Dubs (2020): Nothing to report.

5.5.4

Brian Foral (2021): Nothing to report.

5.5.5

Eric Schaben (2021): Nothing to report.

5.5.6

Grant Miller (2021): Nothing to report.
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5.5.7

Casey Sherlock (State Surveyor)
Casey Sherlock has been scanning GLO and homestead plats that have been
stored by the Nebraska Historical Society and has everything scanned up to Range
10 West. It’s been really interesting; we have original patent plats.
C. Sherlock briefly talked about the regional coordinate system. He’s given a
presentation to the Nebraska GIS Council and the Nebraska Department of
Transportation and had been asked to present at other organizations but had to
postpone due to Coronavirus.
The NGS had a March 31, 2020 deadline for submission of the 2022 state plane
coordinate system design request and stakeholder list. He submitted his proposal
and it was accepted.
The Board or Examiners for Land Surveyors would have had their quarterly
meeting but that was also canceled due to the Coronavirus.

5.5.8

Dennis Whitfield (Affiliate – SENSLA)
Dennis Whitfield submitted his report with the new SENSLA board members. He
noted the SENSLA Board is getting younger and that’s very positive. It’s turning
into a younger crowd and he’s excited for what they’re going to do. D. Whitfield
thinks there will be some good seminars coming from this group.
SENSLA has 96 members and 80 of them are PSAN members, which meets the
affiliate requirement.

5.6 Standing Committees
5.6.1

2020 Committee List and Purpose Statements
Jeremy Feusner would like each committee to have a purpose statement. This will
help when recruiting for each committee; we need to be able to tell our members
what the committee does.

5.6.2

Education Committee: Matt Tinkham
Matt Tinkham reported that, per the conference feedback, attendees of the PreExam Workshop want more math problems and more time to solve them;
specifically, more math on section breakdowns. For 2021, the committee will be
changing some of the workshop sessions.
M. Tinkham also noted that when LS’s attend the Pre-Exam Workshop, they need
to not derail the classes. This committee works hard to build presentations so the
attendees are prepared to take and pass their Board Exam.
M. Tinkham attended the SCC Career Fair and was impressed with the group of
students; he added that we need to keep our eyes out for these students. It
appears that SCC has everything figured out for the remainder of this year and
they have a teacher lined up for next year.

5.6.3

Historical Committee: Jerry Penry
Jerry Penry stopped by Roadside Park outside Marion, NE and noticed the
American Society of Civil Engineers has a sign that needs updating. It’s in bad
shape and we may want to adopt this site as something we could help maintain.
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Boni Edwards and Jeremy Feusner volunteered to help with that. J. Penry will send
them some information.
5.6.4

Legislative Committee: Todd Whitfield – PEC Report
Jeremy Feusner received an email from Todd Whitfield stating that he did not have
a report, just that the bills that had been introduced that would affect our
membership had been put on the backburner due to the Coronavirus.
Dennis Whitfield asked if anyone heard what had happened with the LB about
County Surveyors. D. Whitfield had testified and was wondering if anything had
come of the LB. No one in attendance of this board meeting had any knowledge
of what the outcome had been.

5.6.5

GIS Committee: Erik Hubl
Matt Tinkham reported that the April GIS Conference had been canceled.

5.6.6

Nominations and Membership Committees: Boni Edwards – No report

5.6.7

Publications Committee: Gwen Bowers
Gwen Bowers reported that she’s still looking for help with photos and articles for
the quarterly newsletters from the Board and membership.

5.6.8

Ethics and Standards Committee: Jerry Penry, Chair
(Committee: Jeremy F., Brian F., Jay D., Casey S., Virlyn B. (SENSLA))
Jerry Penry started the discussion on Minimum Standards. The committee has
spent a lot of time on this, working on grammatical pieces and pertinent
information. J. Penry commented that there is, intentionally, no date on this. Casey
Sherlock explained that there used to be a date of February 1989 and when the
Board of Examiners adopted the Rules and Regulations of PSAN the date was
listed but, if the rules and regs are ever revised by PSAN, they are NOT adopted
by the Board of Examiners until they have a meeting to accept the revised rules
and regs. If we do not have a date, the Board of Examiners would not have to go
through the process to change the rules and regs if/when PSAN revises them.
Starting with item G-5, datums. J. Penry asked if we want to leave the specific
wording in there or remove it? We want to be specific so someone will say NGS
Datum. J. Penry would be in favor of leaving the wording. Brian Foral proposed
that instead of specifically listing them out, simply say “specific datums”. J. Feusner
suggested we change it to read “national, state or local datum.” Jay Dubs stated
that he’d be in favor of that. J. Feusner added that this way if the NGS would
change something, it doesn’t necessarily affect our minimum standards.
The discussion moved to item D-1. The way it reads, we would have to put the
quarter-quarter of the section. B. Foral believes this a State Surveyor’s
requirement to say it that way. C. Sherlock noted that somehow we need to say
“or”. He then asked, what do we want to have at a bare minimum? J. Feusner
noted that it comes down to what the Register of Deeds wants. C. Sherlock added
that the original did say “or” and somewhere the “or” was removed and a comma
was added. J. Feusner felt the “or” should be put back in.
Moving on to item F-9. J. Penry noted that someone wanted to add additional
verbiage. J. Feusner stated that we may need to draw up some language regarding
large subdivisions. Matt Tinkham said he would do some research and work on
this item. J. Feusner reminded the Board that this project should be about “Best
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Practices”. David Forsythe suggested including “in accordance with local
jurisdictions”. C. Sherlock asked that if Board Members have additional ideas or
comments for this section of the discussion to draft something and send the draft
to the committee for review.
B. Foral mentioned intersecting right of way monuments. J. Feusner would like to
add the need to set all corners instead of just 2 of them. D. Forsythe agreed. J.
Penry added that we don’t want to have minimum standards that get rejected by
our members; we don’t want to be so restrictive that these changes/updates are
rejected when it goes to vote. After much discussion, the group was at an impasse.
C. Sherlock asked everyone if the wording right now is acceptable or not? M.
Tinkham and John Berry both said it is not acceptable right now. C. Sherlock said
the committee will work on modifying this item.
J. Penry moved the discussion to the date of completion of the field work on the
plat versus the date you sign off on the survey. This would be so the client knows
what date the monument was set versus the date the survey was completed. J.
Feusner referenced G-9.b as what he used to see on survey plats all the time. J.
Penry was trying to look at the 90-day requirement for surveys to filed but
monuments are set.
J. Feusner asked, what is the definition of a completed survey? Do we need/want
to define that? Dennis Whitfield asked if we should have different classifications
for this, one for city sub-divisions and one for rural? C. Sherlock said 90 days is a
statute that we can’t change here and now, but we can change the definition of
when the survey is completed. We may need to come up with different definitions
for completion for the different kinds of surveys. J. Berry voiced his support for this
suggestion.
Under H-4.a, there was a request to increase the size of a rebar from ½ inch to ⅝.
Would it be a big deal to change this? Boni Edwards said she didn’t think this would
be an issue and wouldn’t be opposed to the change. J. Feusner asked about
adding a date to this saying, “starting January 1, 2022”? This would give people
time to use up remaining inventory. The members of the Board supported changing
the size of the rebar to ⅝ and adding a starting date.
J. Penry then asked the group if the survey should include the name of the person
requesting the survey? J. Feusner said that if the name is not required, it should
be taken off the sample within the draft. J. Berry supported removing the
requirement for a name. J. Feusner felt that having the requestor’s name on the
survey adds substance to the request. D. Forsythe countered that some clients
don’t want their name on these documents that are publicly recorded. D. Whitfield
suggested that we indicate the client’s name left put per the client’s request. B.
Foral said that he’s included the client’s name on old surveys to identify the intent
of the survey. J. Dubs offered that we remove the name as a requirement and
leave it up to the surveyor’s discretion because of the clients who wish to maintain
confidentiality. M. Tinkham and J. Berry both favored this option.
C. Sherlock included a sample/template in the minimum standards because he felt
it may be useful to newly registered land surveyors.
Item J-2, J. Penry suggested that after the word “surveyor”, add “and/or their
employer/entity”. All present were in favor of this change.
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Item H, regarding monumentation and setting ties. J. Dubs noted that if you’ve got
a good set of ties and the corner is gone, what a better way to find your corner? J.
Feusner proposed changing H-3.b from “shall” to “should”.
J. Dubs asked about G-7, “when requested by the client”. D. Whitfield suggested
adding a survey note that “there may be other easements on the parcel”. J. Penry
asked why are easements even listed on the survey? B. Foral proposed to strike
G-7 from the document completely. D. Whitfield recommended changing it from
“when requested by the client” to “when supplied”. M. Tinkham added that he
doesn’t want to take on the liability and have the easement provided by a third
party with the added survey note “the easement information was provided by
(person/company’s name)”. J. Dubs supported removing G-7 completely and said
that it should be up to the individual/entity and should be negotiated. C. Sherlock
suggested changing G-7 to, “If easements of record are shown on the plat, they
shall be accurately recorded by book and page.”
M. Tinkham commented that H-4 seems wordy and asked if it could be shortened
up? He suggested, “any durable material such as …”.
Regarding G-4, D Forsythe asked if we should define more of what should be
labeled on that curve? C. Sherlock then asked, do we add to include radius, cord
length, etc.?
In closing the discussion on minimum standards, J. Penry asked the board to send
feedback on items F-9 and G-9 to the committee. The committee will revise the
proposed amendment and will send out a new draft to the board. The board will
vote on the draft before sending it to the membership. C. Sherlock said the
committee would have a draft to the board in one week from now. Two weeks after
the revised draft is sent to the board, we will try to schedule a special board
meeting. J. Feusner added that any additional notes for the committee should be
sent to Jerry and/or Casey by the end of the business day of March 30 and Jerry
will have a revision back to the board by April 3.
5.6.9

Public Relations Committee: Eric Schaben
Eric Schaben asked about changing the name to something else, like Social Media
as this committee is about getting on Twitter, Facebook, etc. and having a social
media presence. Casey Sherlock noted that we can’t just change the name
because it’s in our Constitution. Dan Martinez added that social is part of Public
Relations. The committee name will remain unchanged. Jeremy Feusner would
like E. Schaben to create a map/plan of what this committee will look like by the
June Board Meeting, we need and want to have a social media presence.

5.6.10 Associate Committee: Brian Foral
We need to figure out what this committee is about and how to utilize it. Grant
Miller will also be on this committee.
5.6.11 NSPS: Dan Martinez
Dan Martinez reported that because of the current environment, the NSPS Spring
Meetings have been canceled but NSPS is going to try to have the same meetings
virtually.
D. Martinez also noted the Kansas Surveyors submitted a letter to their governor
asking to allow surveyors to continue working.
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5.6.12 Nebraska State Surveyor: Casey Sherlock
Casey Sherlock asked if he should be on the agenda two times, is there a
Nebraska State Surveyor Committee?
There is no Nebraska State Surveyor Committee. Jeremy Feusner will remove
from this item from Standing Committees on future agendas.
6. Old Business
6.1 MCC Foundation Scholarship: Warren Headlee
Jeremy Feusner has not heard any additional information/details from Warren Headlee regarding
a scholarship to MCC. Matt Tinkham said he would follow up with Warren for more information.
7. New Business
7.1 COVID-19 Letter to State Governor
Jeremy Feusner asked if we (PSAN) should draft a letter to Governor Ricketts regarding COVID19? At this point, he feels that he would need to be convinced before we would send anything to
the Governor. Dan Martinez noted that our Governor seems to be pro- keeping people working
and we may not need to write a letter at this time. Most surveying companies are leaving it up to
the individual associate to decide whether or not he/she wants to work.
John Berry made a motion to draft and send a letter to Governor Ricketts.
Second by: Casey Sherlock
Motion: Failed
7.2 Constitution & By-laws Review
Jeremy Feusner would like to create a sub-committee to review our PSAN Constitution and Bylaws and make any suggestions.
Jay Dubs made a motion to create a sub-committee to review the PSAN Constitution and By-laws
Second by: David Forsythe
Motion: Pass
J. Feusner asked David Forsythe if he would chair the committee, D. Forsythe accepted. John
Berry and J. Dubs both volunteered to be on this committee.
8. Board of Director 2020 Meeting Schedule
Friday, March 27, 2020 (conference call due to COVID-19)
Friday, June 26, 2020 (meeting in York at Chances ‘R)
Friday, September 25, 2020 (meeting in York at Chances ‘R)
Friday, December 4, 2020 (conference call)
9. Motion to Adjourn
Motion to adjourn by: Casey Sherlock
Second by: Boni Edwards
Motion: Pass
Meeting adjourned at 1:29 p.m.
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PSAN BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES
Special Phone Conference Meeting
9:00 a.m., February 13, 2020
1.

Meeting called to order at  9:08 a.m. by President Feusner

2.

Roll Call (need seven board members for quorum-per By-laws)
President – Jeremy Feusner - P
Vice President –Todd Whitfield - P
Treasurer – John Berry - P
Secretary – David Forsythe - P
Administrative Secretary – Gwen Bowers - P
Directors Matt Tinkham (2020) - P
Boni Edwards (2020) - P
Jay Dubs (2020) - P
Brian Foral (2021) - P
Eric Schaben (2021) - P
Grant Miller (2021) - P
Casey Sherlock (State Surveyor) (ex-officio director) - P
Denny Whitfield (Affiliate - SENLSA) - P

3.

Review and approve agenda
Motion to approve by: Casey Sherlock
Second by: Brian Foral
Motion: Pass

4.

Discussion and action on violation of Constitution Article IV, Section 2.
Jeremy Feusner, opened the special meeting. J. Feusner noted that as he was just elected as PSAN
President, he was reviewing the PSAN Constitution and ByLaws and found that PSAN was in violation
of Constitution Article IV, Section 2:
The President-Elect for the current year shall become President for the ensuing two years. The
President shall not be eligible for any office for two (2) years after the completion of the
President's term either by election or appointment.
J. Feusner stated that based on his interpretation of the PSAN Constitution and Bylaws, we have an
issue with the Vice President position. As Todd Whitfield was the outgoing PSAN President, he should
not be eligible to serve on the Board for the next two (2) years.
All present Board Members agreed that PSAN is in violation of our Constitution.
Casey Sherlock noted that we really only have one option, the Vice President vacates his position by
the Board and the position is left vacant.
Todd Whitfield asked if we could fill the position by using the write in names from the election ballots.
Brian Foral stated that in town and villages, that would not work. Other members of the Board agreed.
The Board agreed the only option is to leave the position vacated.
T. Whitfield said the Chairman of the Board would have to take on the duties of the Vice President.
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J. Feusner said that’s why he was thinking we need to address this now and have the Chairman of the
Board in place by the April meeting.
C. Sherlock, the Chairman could act as Vice President in the absence of a Vice President.
T. Whitfield, if I’m removed from the Board, we just need to make sure there is a quorum at Board
meetings; this hasn’t been an issue, it’s just something to be aware of.
J. Feusner noted that we need to follow our own rules, even if we don’t necessarily want to. We want to
make sure that we hold ourselves as accountable as our members.
The members of the Board all agreed.
Matt Tinkham moved to declare the Vice President position vacated.
Second by Casey Sherlock
Motion: Pass
5.

Appoint Chairman of the Board per Article IV, Section 10.
Jeremy Feusner noted that per our Constitution, we must appoint a Chairman of the Board. Per
our bylaws, this position is appointed by the Board and would serve in the capacity of
President-Elect or Vice President should either or both be vacated. Casey Sherlock nominated
Matt Tinkham. Jay Dubs seconded that nomination. No other nominations came forward.
It was moved by Casey Sherlock to have a unanimous vote to appoint Matt Tinkham as
Chairman of the Board.
The motion was seconded by Brian Foral.
Motion: Pass

6.

Board of Directors 2020 meeting schedule:
Friday March 27, 2020 (meeting)
Friday June 5, 2020 (conference call)
Friday September 25, 2020 (meeting Grand Island)
Friday December 4, 2020 (conference call)

7.

Motion to adjourn:
Motion by: Jay Dubs
Second by: Boni Edwards
Meeting adjourned at  9:25 a.m.
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Treasurer's Report
3/24/2020
UNION BANK
1/18/2020
Date
1/18/2020
1/21/2020
1/27/2020
1/29/2020
1/29/2020
1/29/2020
1/29/2020
1/30/2020
1/30/2020
1/30/2020
1/31/2020
2/3/2020
2/4/2020
2/4/2020
2/4/2020
2/4/2020
2/7/2020
2/7/2020
2/7/2020
2/18/2020
2/19/2020
2/24/2020
2/24/2020
2/24/2020
2/24/2020
2/26/2020
3/3/2020
3/5/2020
3/5/2020
3/16/2020
3/11/2020
3/14/2020
3/24/2020

$48,963.63
Num

2713
2714
2716
2717
2718

2719
2720
2721
2722

2724
2725
2726
2727
2728
2729
2730
2731
2732
2733

Description

Category

Memo

Deposit
2020 Winter Conf.
Glenda Harders
Taxes
Columbus Comm. Hospital
Memorial Bruce Gilmore
Don's Guns
Raffle Item 2020 Winter Conf.
Aaron Schepers
2020 Winter Conf. Speaker
Jerry Penry
2020 Winter Conf. Speaker
Withdrawal
Cash for Conf.
Neb. Quarterly Tax
Gwen Bowers
Jan. Salary
Gwen Bowers
Phone
Gwen Bowers
2020 Winter Conf. supplies
GeoLearn
2020 Winter Conf. Speaker
Deposit
2020 Winter Conf. fees
Deposit
Auction
Deposit
Raffle
Deposit
2020 Membership Dues
Deposit
2020 Membership Dues
Deposit
Auction
Deposit
paypal, seminar, auction
IRS Taxes
Holiday Inn Conference Center 2020 Winter Conf.
Gwen Bowers
Feb. Salary
Gwen Bowers
Phone
NSPS
Dues
Gwen Bowers
Office Supplies
Regal Awards
2020 Winter Conf.
Gwen Bowers
Computer
Deposit
2020 Membership Dues
NPPD
2020 Winter Conf. Refund
IRS Taxes
NSPS
Dues
USPS
stamps
Transfer
checking-monument fund

Amount
$3,600.00
-$560.00
-$50.00
-$523.67
-$400.00
-$600.00
-$100.00
-$75.30
-$1,272.08
-$85.00
-$293.65
-$3,015.36
$1,595.00
$3,166.50
$20.00
$965.00
$725.00
$325.00
$8,353.58
-$272.70
-$19,829.35
-$1,272.08
-$85.00
-$7,350.00
-$90.28
-$510.40
-$1,866.14
$925.00
-$215.00
-$272.70
-$290.00
-$55.00
-$3,401.83

TOTAL

-$22,810.46

Checking account $26,153.17

Edward Jones Account
Scholarship
Monument Fund

$83,700.00
$6,902.51
$5,041.83

2020 Winter Conference

Auction/Raffle

$3925.50

Expense (Dons Gun)

$523.67

Total

$3401.83

Conference Fees (173)

$36390.00

Book Sales

$120.00

Expense’s
Fliers
Booklets
Supplies
Speaker
Speaker
Speaker
Awards
Postage
Refund
Holiday Inn

-$137.40
-$776.99
-$293.65
-$3015.36
-$600.00
-$400.00
-$510.40
-$36.33
-$215.00
-$19829.35

Total

$25814.48

Total 2020 Winter Conference $10575.52

PROFESSIONAL SURVEYORS ASSOCIATION
OF NEBRASKA
Administrative Secretary's Report
March 24, 2020

First, THANK YOU to all members of the General Assembly for voting to allow me to get a new computer.
This really does make it much easier for me to complete my tasks.
2020 Winter Seminar is completed. Certificates have been published online. All outstanding money has
been received – registrations, auction items, etc. I had a lot of fun. I received a lot of positive feedback from
attendees at the seminar regarding the speakers, presentation topics, and the venue. As this was only my
second year, I have taken notes to help make things, on my end, go smoother and more efficiently for next
year.
2020 Winter Newsletter has been published. I’ll continue to ask for content and photos from membership. I
do struggle with selecting and delivering content that is interesting and informative as Land Surveying is
not my background. I’m learning and will continue to do so, but I still want to make sure the newsletter is
relevant to our members. Any help with selecting content would be much appreciated.
Nebraska Cases and Attorney General Opinions links have all been built out and are published to the
website.
Nebraska State Statutes are built out and published to the website. Instead of going to pages within our
website, these are now linked directly to the Nebraska state website, this way if there are any changes to
the statutes we don’t have to update our page, statute information will be current based on when the state
makes changes to their website.
The big news - we are now set up to accept membership renewals online! I am beyond excited that we now
have this ability for both membership renewals and conference registration.

If there are questions or comments, please let me know.

Respectfully,

Gwen Bowers
Administrative Secretary
Professional Surveyors Association of Nebraska
PO Box 83206
Lincoln, NE 68501
Cell: 402-432-3444
psan@nebraskasurveyor.com
www.nebraskasurveyor.com

Affiliate of National Society of Professional Surveyors

PSAN 2020 Winter Post-Conference Survey Summary
Post-conference survey participation.
90/17? Completed the survey
(94 total responses)

If you did not attend the conference, can you tell us why?
•
•
•

Needed to work (1)
Prior commitments (1)
I liked it better when the location changed every year (1)

Overall, how would you rate this conference
Average rating: 7.94/10 (90 responses)

How would you rate the Thursday evening banquet?
Average rating: 8.19/10 (73 responses)

If you attended the program "Focusing Professional Practice for Tomorrow's Environment"
by Joseph V.R. Paiva, please rate.
Average rating: 7.29/10 (78 responses)

If you attended the program "Value Based Pricing Strategy" by Joseph V.R. Paiva, please
rate.
Average rating: 7.20/10 (49 responses)

If you attended the program "NPPD Easement Descriptions" by Jeremy Feusner, please rate.
Average rating: 7.92/10 (24 responses)

If you attended the program "Real World Aerial Photography and LiDAR Projects" by Aaron
Schepers, please rate.

Average rating: 7.83/10 (29 responses)

If you attended the program "Fractional Sections & Government Lot Numbering" by Jerry
Penry, please rate.
Average rating: 8.04/10 (74 responses)

If you attended the program "Missouri River Commission Surveys" by Jerry Penry, please
rate
Average rating: 7.75/10 (28 responses)

If you attended the program "Disaster Damage Estimations" by Chuck Chase, please rate.
Average rating: 8.30/10 (20 responses)

If you attended the program "NGS Progress towards New Datums for 2022 & Vertical
Datum Changes for Floodplain Mapping" by David Zenk, please rate.
Average rating: 7.87/10 (38 responses)

If you attended the program "Requirements for Sections Subdivisions & LLC's" by Casey
Sherlock, please rate.
Average rating: 8.17/10 (78 responses)

If you attended the program "GPS on BM for Vertical Transformations & Working in the
Modernized NSRS-Blueprint Part 3" by David Zenk, please rate.
Average rating: 7.95/10 (23 responses)

If you attended the program "Elevation Certificates" by Chuck Chase, please rate.
Average rating: 8.09/10 (33 responses)

If you attended the program "Scanning & Data Cloud Extraction" by Seiler Instrument,
please rate.

14 responses; overall average rating: 7.36/10

If you attended the program "Math 101" by Casey Sherlock, please rate.
15 responses; overall average rating: 7.33/10

If you attended the program "The Basics of Aerial Photography" by Aaron Schepers, please
rate.
13 responses; overall average rating: 7.92/10

If you attended the program "Section Breakdown" by Doug Stevenson and Jon Carrell,
please rate.
20 responses; overall average rating: 7.40/10

If you attended the Pre-Exam Workshop, please rate.
14 responses; overall average rating: 7.71/10

If you attended the Pre-Exam Workshop, please provide any suggestions or comments.
•

Most of the time was spent on how to get set up for the exam it seemed like. Many things and
procedures are all readily available on the internet and were just things I already knew, and I had
researched before and anyone else with google and motivation can do. And the few questions we
got through didn’t cover much it seemed, and one was even explained wrong and wasn’t really
corrected and left many confused, I think. I’d much rather focus on the questions themselves, the
tough math questions and how to solve them and getting through them as quick as possible. I did
learn the importance of triangles and just trying to make right triangles out of everything. I think I
learned more of what I didn't know than learning how to do something, which has its
advantages/disadvantages. I did learn many books to read. But I still do not even know where to
start studying besides the practice test when it comes to solving complex math problems, I’m still
overwhelmed on where to start with math problems. I did like getting both practice tests for FS and
PS. Maybe the thing I need to take to heart is I'd be better off trying to find different resources
myself to get me through this exam and math problems.

•

Moving in the right direction was very good over all

•

I would like the instructors to have work sheets for each question complete prior to the event, so
that they progress through the test questions easier. It's been the same sample questions for years
from the NCEES. Also, each instructor should be on board with how each question is going to be
shown and answered. This will expedite the seminar. Otherwise they are doing a good job.

•

Comments at the beginning could have included where the breakout sessions were located. The
exhibitors could get more recognition, perhaps on the second a.m. day too.

Please provide any suggestions on how we can make the conference experience better or
provide any comments you would like to share with the conference committee.
•

Keep up the good work. I like the variety of speakers we have been getting lately. I especially like the
one day keynote..

•

I think this was one of the better conferences I have attended

•

Pre conference introductions were lacking professionalism. I suggest all officers and board members
dress the part. T shirts and blue jeans do not demonstrate a positive direction and image for our
profession. The younger people need to see the opportunity for success and respect we are to
project and command from the public.

•

Keep doing sessions we can use during day to day at work.

•

have the conference center offer some food options for the person trying to maintain a diet on the
lunch menu

•

The live auctioneer was great. Temperature in the break out rooms was too warm. Pheasant Forever
people were rude and acted like we were in their way in the halls and common areas.

•

Conference was well done again this year, very satisfied with all the speakers. As always, left a few
pounds heavier.

•

All went well, so no changes...

•

A local speaker on land surveying, maybe someone retired or that has been more involved with
NSPS that can present on boundary law, old methods of surveying compared to electronic versions
of surveying today. The State Surveyor presentation was great and i think it would be good to have
him present something at each conference.

•

You all are doing a great job. There have been many things revised these last 2 years that make it
much better. Having things more electronic is the way to go and finally this new group is taking us
that direction. The Pre-exam is good but there are many young aspiring surveyors that could use
something a little less. Example: I went to a seminar convention once where there was a breakout
session on how to be a good crew chief. It may bring in more young people from companies. There
was also one on making small adjustments to levels, Total stations and survey poles. I still us these
techniques today to check and adjust my equipment..... it was 32 years ago when I was shown these
techniques.

•

More speakers that speak our language and topics that affect our daily lives. The speaker on
Thursday was really boring. Otherwise the seminar was quite good. The Holiday Inn does a great job

•

Chuck Chase should not be invited back. He has very little knowledge in his "field". I was very
disappointed

•

Interesting to see the young students looked more professional than the PSAN leadership and most
of the surveyor attendees.

•

At first, I didn't think I was going to attend because I had little interest in most of the topics but
attended and still learned something from most of the classes. I liked the variety of the topics,
thought it was good, even if I did not have an interest in all of them

•

one of the best conferences, a good variety of topics and presenters

•

I liked the length of the breakouts and main sections, the room was comfortable, the food was
delicious. Water on the tables was appreciated.

•

Things have been going well, just keep getting good presenters

•

I think the committee has been and is doing a great job. The breakout sessions continue to be
interesting and keep things from getting monotonous. Keep up the good work! I wouldn't mind
seeing a large dispenser of iced tea out on the tables with all the pots of coffee

•

I like the format

•

Auction was great and best banquet meal to date!

•

Noon lunch was just okay this time around. Conference could have more credibility if it was more
professional in its image.

•

Get a wireless microphone for attendees to use during board meeting & any seminars/programs
with a question & answer session so that people in the back can hear all the questions & comments.

Please provide any topic and/or presenters you would like to have at an upcoming
conference.
•

Chuck Chase flood plains

•

I think Jerry’s historical presentations are very good and I also like presentations on technological
trends within the industry

•

Surveying relation subjects

•

Jerry Penry, Casey Sherlock, Chuck Chase are always good

•

Higher level math for surveyors. *** History of the Nebraska Iowa boundary dispute and the surveys
that helped resolve it. **** How surveyors can gain control of GIS/LIS in Nebraska if it's not too late.
*** Addressing the right of trespass for all land surveyors in Nebraska. And how to make it happen.

•

More on solving boundary problems

•

Drafting 101 because some of you need a refresher on the basics of plats!

•

Topic: 1. Localization/Localizing on sites 2. correct ways to set control on sites

•

chuck chase always has a good presentation. with the amount of people, he has in his class he
should be allowed more time

•

I would suggest more time be given to accretion aspects. Some surveyors are doing accretion
surveys, and by discussing same with them, they don't have a clue as to proper methods.

•
•

A presentation on boundary law from an attorney would be beneficial
How the new Vertical Datum will affect FEMA Certificates

•

I think having someone speak about railroad ROW, determining old abandoned railroad ROW,
researching etc.. Surveying river ground and determining boundaries along with effects of pre and
post flooding. Although it may be a boring topic for some, possibly how to research
courthouse/municipalities records.

•

maybe a speaker on zoning and platting regulations, how each county is different thru out the state
and why it isn't consistent. Also, something on US Congress RR Acts and how they are used for
Railroad right of ways surveys if at all.

•

Riparian rights (lot lines) / Designing subdivisions / Government lots by acreage

•

Surveying in old subdivisions or some of the ones I mentioned above.

•

County Surveyor related topics

•

Legal descriptions and mapping for surveys.

•

Don't know how much interest there would be but I wonder if County Surveyors that have worked in
one county for several years would have some insight about the history of surveying in that County,
Louis Austin was in Saunders County for several years, Chuck Jordon & Fran Rotor worked in Cass
County, Jerry Hain worked in at least a couple of Counties for many years, Lloyd Smith worked in a
couple of Counties, Gary Donnelson was in Dawson. Even a panel discussion by them noting
problems they had. Look back at the past 25 years of our seminar topics and see if it is time for one
again.

•

River boundary and actually the basic math class would be good for the entire membership

•

We need to have a Legal Description seminar. Many of the Legal Descriptions we see today are
poorly written particularly when it comes to ROW.

•

A session on minimum standards would be good to see.

•

Legal Descriptions, Relative Case Law, County surveyors Duties, Being an effective mentor, Mapping
for GIS, Historic Land acquisition in Nebraska, Building a value based survey record archive, Title
issues and documents, Marketing the survey business

•

Something some more hands on for conferences would be good.

•

Topic: Nebraska History/Mineral Surveying/Riparian Rights/Easements/GIS & Imagery/GPS Satellite
Info/NSPS Items Presenters: Gene Thompson/Steve Parrish/Kristopher Kline

•

Overall excellent seminar

•

Survey math would be beneficial for the L.S. members too.

•

I think it's time to add a two-hour ethics segment into the winter conference.
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Addendum A
Minimum Standards for
Surveys in Nebraska
(A) Preface
These standards were duly adopted by the Professional Surveyors Association of
Nebraska. It is the intent of these standards to provide the surveyor and the
recipient of surveys with a realistic and prudent standard basis of adequate
surveying performance.
These written standards are established to define the least level of
performance which is acceptable for land surveys in the State of Nebraska.

(B) Scope
The minimum standards of this section are the guidelines which shall apply to
every land survey performed in the State of Nebraska, except where higher
standards for land surveys are prescribed by statute, administrative rule or
ordinance, then such standards shall govern.
1. When a land survey involves certain corners or lines of the Public Land
Survey System (PLSS) that are covered under the most recent edition of
the “Manual of Surveying Instructions for the Survey of the Public Lands
of the United States” prepared by the United States Department of the
Interior, Bureau of Land Management, Cadastral Survey, then the rules or
instructions for these particular surveys shall apply.
2. When a land survey involves certain corners or lines covered by
instructions issued by the State Surveyor, then the rules or instructions
for these particular surveys shall apply.
3. When a land surveyor is engaged by client contract under the current
“Minimum Standard Detail Requirements for ALTA/NSPS Land Title Surveys”,
then the rules or instructions for these particular surveys shall apply.
4. These standards may also be made more restrictive by a written
surveyor/client contract agreement.

(C) Definitions
Any terms not specifically defined herein shall be as defined in the most
current publication of the “Definitions of Surveying and Associated Terms” as
published by the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping. For the purpose of
this Chapter, all the definitions listed that differ from any other source are
to be interpreted as written herein.
1. “Land Survey” - Those surveys as defined in The Land Surveyors Regulation
Act, Nebraska Revised Statutes, Sections §81-8,108 through §81-8,127,
inclusive. Under this definition are included two general types of
surveys.
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a. Original survey, where a survey is made and a new description is
created from such survey. The original survey establishes boundary
lines within an original division of a tract of land which has
theretofore existed as one unit or parcel and describing and
monumenting a line or lines of a parcel or tract of land on the
ground for the first time.
b. Resurvey or retracement survey, where an existing recorded
description is retraced. A retracement survey follows the
footsteps of the original surveyor, locating the boundary lines
and corners which have been established by the original survey.
Appropriate procedures must be used in each case.
2. “Land Surveyor” - A person who engages in the practice of land surveying,
as defined by the Land Surveyor’s Regulation Act; under Nebraska Revised
Statutes, Sections §81-8,108 through §81-8,127 inclusive.
3. “Responsible Charge” - A position that requires initiative skill and
independent judgment of the observations, measurements, and descriptions
involved in land surveying work. This term excludes chainman, rodman,
instrument person, ordinary drafter and others doing routine work.
Responsible Charge does not refer to the concept of financial liability.
4. “Direct Supervision” - The regular and direct oversight of a subordinate
and guidance of land surveying work and client advice at the time the
work occurs, and the licensee's acceptance of responsibility for the
work. Direct supervision requires at a minimum that the supervisor and
the subordinate be employed by the same entity/employer.
5. “Subordinate” - Any person directly supervised or managed by a licensed
land surveyor and employed by the same entity/employer who assists the
licensed land surveyor in the practice of land surveying without assuming
responsible charge of work.
6. “Plat” - Any graphic representation of the survey.
7. “Minimum Standard” - The least level of performance that is acceptable.
8. “Public Land Survey System (PLSS)” - The surveying method developed and
used in the United States to subdivide land in the public domain into
section, township, and range, platted and approved by the General Land
Office of the United States of America.
9. “Linear Error of Closure” - Computed as the square root of the sum of the
squares of the error in the north and east coordinates.
10. “Relative Error of Closure” - Computed as the value of the total length
of the perimeter of the survey divided by the linear error of closure and
expressed as a ratio of one (1) part in ‘N’ parts.
11. “Client” - The person with whom the contract for work is made. This may
or may not be the title owner of the property.
12. “Legal Description” - A written description usually contained in an act
of conveyance, judgment of possession, or recognized by law which
definitely locates property by metes and bounds or by reference to
government surveys, coordinate systems or recorded maps; a description
which is sufficient to locate the property without oral testimony.
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13. “Metes and Bounds Description” - A description of a parcel of land by
reference to course and distances around the tract, or by reference to
natural or artificial monuments.
14. “Encroachment” - Any structure or obstruction which intrudes upon,
invades into the space of, or trespasses upon the property of another.
15. “Shall” - The subject is imperative or mandatory and must be done by the
professional land surveyor.
16. “Should” - Used to express that it is necessary, desirable, or important
under ordinary circumstances.
17. “May” - A choice on the part of the professional land surveyor is
allowed.
18. “Corner” - A point on a land boundary at which two or more boundary lines
meet or at the end of a single line. It is not the same as a monument,
which refers to the physical evidence at the corner's location on the
ground.
19. “Monument” - A physical object or structure which marks the location of a
corner or other survey point. In public land surveys, the term corner is
employed to denote a point determined by the surveying process, whereas
the monument is the physical object installed, or structure erected, to
mark the corner point upon the earth's surface. Monument and corner are
not synonymous, though the two terms are often used in the same sense.
20. “Natural Monuments” - Objects which are the work of nature, such as
streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, bays, trees, rock outcroppings, and other
definitive topographic features.
21. “Artificial Monuments” - Relatively permanent objects used to identify
the location of a corner. These monuments shall retain a stable and
distinctive location and shall be of sufficient size and composition to
resist the deteriorating forces of nature, such as, roads, ditches,
fences, buildings, power poles, or any other man-made features.
22. “Bench Mark” - An identified stable point, natural or artificial, for
which there is a known elevation referenced to an assumed, local, state
or national datum plane.
23. “Positional Accuracy” - The difference between the actual position of a
monument on the ground and the position as reported by measurements on
the plat or map.
24. “Positional Tolerance” - The distance that any monument may be mislocated
in relation to any other monument cited in the survey.
25. “Parol or Parole Evidence” - Evidence gathered by testimony of witnesses.
A witness who gives written or verbal testimony concerning positive
knowledge of the location of an original monument prior to its
destruction is said to give “parol evidence”.
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(D) Legal Description
A Description defining land boundaries written for conveyance or other purposes
shall be complete and provide definite and unequivocal identification of the
lines and boundaries thereof. The description shall contain information
sufficient to enable the description to be plotted and to be retraced without
oral testimony.
1. Public Land Survey System (PLSS) descriptions shall contain government
lot, quarter-quarter section, quarter section, section, township, range,
principal meridian, city (where applicable), county, and state.
2. Tax lots, irregular tracts, etcetera, with a record description shall be
referenced to the Public Land Survey System (PLSS) as listed in “1”
above.
3. Subdivisions shall be referenced as in “1” or “2” above and shall contain
such further identifiers as lots and/or blocks, where applicable. A
resurvey within a recorded subdivision shall contain the lot and/or block
number (where applicable), subdivision name and where recorded, city,
county, and state. The common term “Addition” is often a part of the name
of a subdivision and is often confused with the legal term subdivision.
4. Metes and Bounds surveys shall contain sufficient identifiers and
dimensions to enable the description to be plotted and retraced and be
referenced to corners of record as in “1”, “2” or “3” above.
5. Three dimensional descriptions shall contain the items called for in “4”
above and also contain elevations referenced to a bench mark of a defined
datum. The vertical datum shall reference the National Geodetic Vertical
Datum of 1929, the North American Vertical Datum of 1988, the National
Spatial Reference System of 2022, or a local datum. The datum referenced
shall be clearly identified on the plat.
6. Condominium descriptions shall be as defined in the “Condominium Property
Act”, and Nebraska Revised Statutes, Sections 76-801 through 76-894.

(E) Research and Investigation
Research of background data shall be conducted prior to beginning the survey.
The surveyor shall analyze the data and determine the most logical procedure to
follow in conducting the survey. Background data shall consist of, but is not
limited to, existing field notes, plats, deeds and ownership records. The
surveyor shall list upon the plat the background data used in determining the
results of the survey when the facts are questionable, debatable, complex or
not easily understood.

(F) Conduct of Survey
The surveyor shall, personally or under his or her direct supervision, cause a
survey to be performed consisting of, but not limited to, the following items:
1. Search thoroughly for necessary controlling monuments and other physical
evidence. If recorded or unrecorded monuments are not used, the surveyor
must indicate the reason they were not used during the course of the
survey.
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2. Evaluate the evidence.
3. Investigate possible parol evidence that could support the positions of
obliterated monuments and record the necessary statements (dated and
signed if possible).
4. Cooperate with appropriate public officials, such as officials of the
state, county, city, natural resources district, public power, etc.
5. Take the necessary measurements to verify found evidence.
6. Make sufficient check measurements and computations to satisfactorily
verify that the work is correct as shown upon the plat.
7. In the event of the discovery of a relevant disagreement with the work of
another surveyor, the present surveyor shall contact the previous
surveyor, if possible, and attempt to resolve the disagreement. In case
of a dispute or disagreement which is unable to be resolved and only
after an attempt to resolve has been made, the same disagreement shall be
referred to the State Surveyor for settlement. Nebraska Revised Statute
Section 84-410.
8. Apply the proper theory of reestablishment of corners in accordance with
the Nebraska State Statutes, the most recent edition of the “Manual of
Surveying Instructions for the Survey of the Public Lands of the United
States”, instructions issued by the State Surveyor under authority of the
Board of Educational Lands and Funds, and legal precedent.
9. Set all monuments as required to complete the survey. These include, but
are not limited to, those locations that are not necessarily on the
perimeter of the tract being surveyed, and were calculated and necessary
to determine during the course of the survey. These may include but, are
not limited to, center one-quarter corner, quarter-quarter corners, and
the adjacent or intersecting right-of-way lines.
10. Record all pertinent information, measurements and observations made in
the field during the course of the survey in an appropriate and
retrievable form, and in a manner that is intelligible to another
surveyor.

(G) Plat or Certificate of Survey
The client shall be furnished a record of the survey and other such information
to show and identify the following:
1. Those items required by the Land Surveyors Regulation Act, Nebraska
Revised Statutes, Sections 81-8,108 through 81-8,127, inclusive.
2. North arrow and scale.
3. Basis of bearing or assumed bearing. When the direction of a line is used
to establish any course on the boundary of a survey or used to compute
the area, the direction of the line shall be made a part of the plat of
survey and shown by angle or bearing or azimuth with a reference given
for the bearing or azimuth system.
4. Curved lines shall include sufficient data necessary to compute and plot
the curve.
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5. When coordinates are shown on the drawing, such as those relating to the
Nebraska State Plane Grid Coordinates, Universal Transverse Mercator, or
any modified or local coordinate system, then the following information
shall be included:
a. The datum on which the coordinates are based.
b. The zone(s) if applicable.
c. Modifications or adjustment factors, such as scale factor, shift
or transformation.
d. The source data of the coordinates.
6. When necessary, adjoining parcels may be identified by description or
their permanent filing record reference and any gaps or overlaps shall be
identified and dimensioned.
7. Easements of record, shall be accurately shown upon the plat and
referenced by book and page, when requested by the client.
8. Data sufficient to indicate the theory that was applied in finalizing the
location of the corners and any data at variance with this theory. Such
data should be sufficient so a competent surveyor can make a
straightforward retracement.
9. Surveyor’s Certificate. A certification by the land surveyor shall
contain:
a. A statement of the land surveyor’s authority to perform the
survey.
b. The date of the completion of the fieldwork for the survey.
c. That the surveyor personally or under the surveyor’s direct
supervision caused the survey to be performed.
d. A statement that the survey was made in accordance with the
“Minimum Standards for Surveys in Nebraska” in effect at the time
of the survey.
A sample of a Surveyor’s Certificate is located at the end of this
document.
10. The Land Surveyor’s signature, official seal issued by the Nebraska Board
of Examiners for Land Surveyors, and the date signed.

(H) Monumentation
1. The surveyor shall establish, reestablish or confirm the location of
found permanent monuments at each corner on the boundary lines of the
parcel being surveyed.
2. The surveyor should avoid placing another monument near the same location
of a previously established existing monument that has been relied upon
if the previous monument is believed to be in its original location and
was intended to represent the corner point. The present surveyor must use
good judgment to analyze the procedure of the previous surveyor and
consider the era and methods in which the previous monument was placed.
The distance and direction between corner locations should be considered
when attempting to establish another monument at the same location. If
the present surveyor places another monument near the location of an
existing monument, he must clearly identify and reference on the plat the
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discrepancy by angle and/or distance and indicate the reason for not
accepting a previously placed monument.
3. Monuments shall be solid and substantially free from movement. In such
cases where the placement of a permanent monument at the true corner is
impractical because of instability or is likely to be destroyed, the
surveyor shall set a corner accessory monument and show its relationship
by dimension to the true corner on the plat.
a. Witness Corner (WC): Is a monument used where the boundary corner
position cannot be permanently established. This monumented survey
point is set on the surveyed boundary line, or a prolongation
thereof, and it shall be stamped “WC”.
b. Reference Monument (RM): Is a monument where a corner position is
impractical to monument directly, or a witness corner cannot be
set as described above. The surveyor shall set at least two
Reference Monuments. These are not set on the boundary lines and
are to be identified as “RM”.
4. Any monument set shall be constructed of material capable of being
detected by commonly used magnetic locators.
a. These monuments shall consist of an iron pipe with a minimal
inside diameter of one-half inch, steel rod or steel reinforcing
rod with a minimal outside diameter of one-half inch and minimal
length of twenty-four inches.
b. An identification accessory, such as a cap, tag, washer, etc.,
bearing the registration number of the professional land surveyor
responsible for the establishment of the monument, shall be
affixed securely to the top of each monument. The surveyor shall
not place an identification cap upon a found monument or remove
the identification cap of another surveyor.
c. When extenuating circumstances dictate, the surveyor may use such
monuments as an embossed nail or a nail with an embossed washer or
tag which has a probability of permanence. With the exception of
star drill holes and cross-cuts, all monuments shall bear the
registration number of the professional land surveyor responsible
for the establishment or perpetuation of the monument, including
perpetuated government corners.
d. Where a corner or a line falls on or within a wall, column line or
other physical feature and the placement of a monument is not
feasible, the wall, column line or physical feature shall become
the monument by reference thereto.
5. All corners of the Public Land Survey System (PLSS) shall be monumented
and perpetuated in accordance with Nebraska Revised Statutes 23-1907 and
23-1908. An accurate description of the monument and physical
characteristics shall be described adequately on the survey plat.
6. All Section, Quarter, and Quarter-Quarter corners of the Public Land
Survey System (PLSS), established and perpetuated as necessary for the
completion of the survey, shall have a minimum of four (4) reference
ties, with a horizontally measured distance, established and recorded to
an accuracy of 0.01 foot. In situations where physical objects are not
readily available upon which to place ties, the land surveyor shall
establish reference monument ties of a suitable, stable, and identifiable
material of a different physical characteristic from the monument at the
corner point. The surveyor should refer to the instructions issued by the
State Surveyor under authority of the Board of Educational Lands and
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Funds. Additional references to any substantial natural or man-made
features within the vicinity of the perpetuated corner shall be called
for in addition to the four (4) reference ties required.
7. The maximum allowable reference tie distances shall be 100 feet when the
measurement is recorded with a fiberglass tape, 200 feet when the
measurement is recorded with a steel tape, and 1500 feet when the
measurement is recorded with an EDM total station. Measurements taken by
EDM total station may also include the interior angle measured between
all the recorded reference ties to the nearest second of a degree.

(I)

Priority of Calls

The “Priority of Calls” is a standard set of guidelines to be followed by land
surveyors, that when considered or applied can assist the surveyor in creating
new parcels of land, in retracing previously created parcels of land and can
assist the attorney in litigating disputes as to the title and boundaries of
land.
1. Lines actually run on the ground by the creating surveyor.
a. Includes corners established, monuments set and lines marked at
the time of the survey. This assumes the surveyor placed the
original line where the parties intended it.
2. Calls for Natural Monuments.
a. These monuments are the least likely to be moved. Regardless of
distance or angle called for in the deed. The deed calls to this
monument therefore it is interpreted that the intent of the
parties was to go to this monument and it is controlling.
3. Calls for Artificial Monuments.
a. These are calls to monuments that have been set by someone or
created by man-made means. Artificial monuments may be concrete,
rebar, iron pipes, fence corners, etc. For example, iron pins
found are controlling, not the distance.
4. Calls for adjoining parcels that are senior in title.
a. These are calls that identify adjoiners in the survey and called
for in the descriptions. These are bounds descriptions. These
lines were previously established and control, regardless of the
bearings and distances.
5. Calls for Bearings and Distances.
a. If no monuments are called for or found and if there are no calls
for adjoining owners, the bearings and distances will control. In
Nebraska, distances control before bearings.
6. Calls for Area.
a. This has historically been the last priority for a call in a deed.
Typically, the area is a calculation based upon the measured lines
and therefore it is a derivative of a higher priority feature
within the legal description.
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7. Calls for Coordinates.
a. The call for coordinates is the LEAST of the permanently reliable
methods to retrace or permanently describe a boundary and should
therefore be avoided in producing new legal descriptions.

(J) Perpetuation of the Land Survey Plat.
1. The surveyor shall file a record of all land surveys in accordance with
the Land Surveyors Regulation Act, Nebraska Revised Statutes, Sections
81-8,108 through 81-8,127, inclusive.
2. Copies of the records of the survey and other plats provided to the
client along with field notes and pertinent data shall be maintained in a
retrievable manner by the surveyor for a period of not less than 10
years.

(K) Technical Minimums
1. The land surveyor shall determine the appropriate accuracy and make the
required measurements necessary to adequately relate the positions of all
apparent evidence pertinent to the boundary of the property. In no case
shall the accuracy standard have a relative positional tolerance of more
than 0.25 feet, plus 100 parts per million (PPM) with the accuracy given
at the 95 per cent confidence level. Positional tolerance is the maximum
acceptable amount of positional uncertainty for any physical point on the
boundary survey relative to any adjoining physical point on the survey,
including the lead-in courses. Positional uncertainty in location, due to
random errors in measurement, of any physical point on a boundary survey,
based on the 95 per cent confidence level.
2. Positional Accuracy Specification and Positional Tolerances.
a. If radial survey methods, global positioning systems (GPS) or
other acceptable technologies or procedures are used to locate or
establish points on the boundary survey, the professional land
surveyor shall apply acceptable surveying procedures in order to
assure that the allowable positional accuracy and/or positional
tolerance of such points are not exceeded. After December 31,
2022, any conversion from meters to feet shall use the
International Foot where 1 foot = 0.3048 meter exactly.
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Condition

A
Urban Business
District
1:25,000

B

C

D

Urban

Suburban

Rural

1:15,000

1:15,000

Angular Closure
(maximum allowable)

10''√N

15''√N

25''√N

30''√N

Accuracy of Bearing

± 15 Sec.

± 20 Sec.

± 30 Sec.

0.05 ft +
± 0.1 ft
per 1,000 ft

0.05 ft +
± 0.1 ft
per 1,000 ft

0.1' + 100 PPM

0.1' + 100 PPM

Unadjusted Closure
(maximum allowable)

Linear Distances
Accurate to: (maximum
allowable)
Positional Tolerance and
Positional Accuracy of any
Monument (maximum)
Calculation of area - accurate
and carried to nearest
(decimal place) of an acre
(closed traverse, radial or GPS)
Elevations for Boundaries
Controlled by Lakes,
Contours, Rivers, etc.
Accurate to:
Location of Improvements,
Structures, Paving, etc.
Adjusted Mathematical
Closure to Survey
(Minimum)

0.05 ft ±
± 0.05 ft
per 1,000 ft

1:20,000

± 20 Sec.
0.05 ft +
± 0.05 ft
per 1,000 ft

0.1' + 100 PPM

0.1' + 100 PPM

0.001
0.001
0.01
0.1

0.01
0.001
0.01
0.1

0.2 ft.

0.01
0.01
0.1
0.1

0.3 ft.

0.01
0.01
0.1
0.1

0.4 ft.

0.5 ft.

± 0.1 ft.

± 0.2 ft.

± 0.5 ft.

± 1 ft.

1:50,000

1:50,000

1:50,000

1:50,000

Remarks and
Formula
Traverse Loop or
between Control
Monuments (closed
traverse)
N = Number of
Angles in Traverse
(closed traverse)
In Relation to Source
(closed traverse,
radial or GPS)
Applies when the
Distance is not part
of a Closed Traverse
(radial or GPS)
PPM = Parts Per
Million* (closed
traverse, radial or
GPS)
To 1 acre
To 10 acres
To 100 acres
To 1,000 acres
Based on Accepted
Local Datum (closed
traverse, radial or
GPS)
(closed traverse,
radial or GPS)
(closed traverse,
radial or GPS)

Sample Surveyor’s Certificate:
Surveyor’s Certificate
I, ___(Your Name)____, Nebraska Registered Land Surveyor No.____, duly
registered under the Land Surveyor’s Regulation Act, do hereby state that at
the request of ___(Client Name)____, I have caused to be made a survey of the
land depicted on the accompanying plat; that said plat is a true delineation of
said survey performed personally or under my direct supervision; that said
survey was made with reference to known and recorded monuments marked as shown,
and to the best of my knowledge and belief is true, correct and in accordance
with the Minimum Standards for Surveys in effect at the time of this survey.

___________________________
(Your Name)
Nebr. Reg. L.S. No. XXX

_____
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Date: ______

________________

7/3/2020

Professional Surveyors Association of Nebraska Mail - Re: NSPS Nebraska Director Report

Gwen Bowers <psan@nebraskasurveyor.com>

Re: NSPS Nebraska Director Report
Danny Martinez <danm.surveying@gmail.com>
To: "Feusner, Jeremy D." <jdfeusn@nppd.com>
Cc: Gwen Bowers <psan@nebraskasurveyor.com>

Wed, Mar 25, 2020 at 9:45 PM

Jeremy,
This Friday at 10:00 am NSPS is holding a GoToMeeting as a test prior to next weeks committee meetings. I will call into
the PSAN BoD meeting as soon as I'm done.
Thank you,
Dan
On Wed, Mar 25, 2020 at 9:36 PM Danny Martinez <danm.surveying@gmail.com> wrote:

NSPS Nebraska Director Report:
Danny Martinez, RLS
March 25, 2020
My report addresses two issues; 1) The cancellation of the 2020 NSPS Spring
Business Meetings in Arlington, VA., 2) Exempting the surveying profession from state
issued shutdown orders related to COVID-19. There are links embedded in this email
that should link to the referenced documents.

2020 NSPS Spring Business Meetings/'Day on the Hill'/Student
Competition Canceled
NSPS President Lisa Van Horn

Due to the Pandemic throughout our country at this time, during a conference-call meeting of the NSPS
Executive Committee on Friday, March 13 a motion was approved to cancel all events related to the 2020
NSPS Spring business meetings and “Day on the Hill” activities scheduled for March 30-April 4 in
Arlington, VA and Washington DC area, as well as all Student Competition activities which were to be
held in the Fredericksburg, VA area. An alternative plan is being developed for “Day on the Hill” activities
and will be sent out when finalized.
Attached is a letter from NSPS President Lisa Van Horn.

'Day on the Hill'
With the restrictions on activities and gatherings due to Coronavirus, the NSPS Day on the Hill on April 1 has been
cancelled.

In its place, the NSPS Government Affairs Consultants, John M. Palatiello & Associates, Inc. are developing a method
by which NSPS members will be able to participate in a "Virtual Day on the Hill".

This will likely include conference calls and web conferences between NSPS members from a given state and the
Congressional delegation (Congressmen, Senators and staff) from that state. NSPS members will be able to
participate from their home or office, without traveling to Washington, DC, to participate in these remote, virtual
meetings to discuss key issues affecting the surveying profession. Just as appointments are arranged in advance for a
traditional Day on the Hill, these virtual discussions via conference calls and web conferences will be scheduled with
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=cc551a2dff&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1662192967766859836&simpl=msg-f%3A166219296776…
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the Congressional offices in advance and training on the conduct of these conference calls and web conferences will
be provided.

Members of Congress and their staffs are singularly focused on the Coronavirus at the present time. Once things settle
down and attention can be paid to issues other than the Coronavirus, the NSPS Virtual Day on the Hill program will be
unveiled and implemented. The patience and understanding of NSPS members in these challenging times is
appreciated.

Thank you,
NSPS

2020 NSPS Spring Business Meetings and Committee Meetings:
The 2020 NSPS Spring Meetings will now take place online using GoToMeeting. The committee meetings are
scheduled for the week of March 30th - April 3rd. (See attachment - 2020 NSPS Spring Committee Meeting ScheduleGoToMeeting.pdf)
The 2020 NSPS Spring Board of Directors meeting will be held either on April 17th or the 18th. This meeting will also
take place online using GoToMeeting.

NSPS Works with State Societies In Seeking Exemption for the
Surveying Profession in State Issued Shutdown Orders
NSPS

A template letter (See attachment - NSPS-Draft Letter to Governors.pdf), drafted by NSPS Government
Affairs Consultants, John M. Palatiello & Associates, Inc., was circulated by NSPS to all state societies in
an effort to keep surveying operations open, and exempt from any Governor’s orders related to the
Coronavirus. Several state societies have sent a letter to their Governor to request the exemption.
Surveying is limited or shut down in some states, while operations can continue in others. The Maryland
Society of Surveyors (MSS) was pleased to announce that its letter resulted in guidance released by its
Governor, Lawrence Hogan, Jr. specifically clarifying that firms in surveying, engineering, architecture,
and interior design may remain open, as they are deemed essential businesses related to federal critical
infrastructure sectors. Statements issued by NSPS in response to questions on this issue can be found
on the NSPS website at www.nsps.us.com/page/COVID-19.

Statements From NSPS Regarding COVID-19:

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=cc551a2dff&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1662192967766859836&simpl=msg-f%3A166219296776…
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=cc551a2dff&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1662192967766859836&simpl=msg-f%3A166219296776…
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I've attached two additional letters. One from the Pennsylvania Society of Land Surveyors to their governor (See
attachment - PSLS Letter to Governor.pdf), and the other from the Montana Association of Register Land Surveyors to
their governor (See attachment - MARLS Letter to Governor.pdf) .
Respectfully,
Danny Martinez, RLS
Apex Land Surveying, LLC
125 N. Clarmar Ave.
Fremont, NE 68025
402-720-9339 office/mobile
danm.surveying@gmail.com

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=cc551a2dff&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1662192967766859836&simpl=msg-f%3A166219296776…
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Dear Governor ___:
We appreciate the difficult decisions that need to be made to protect the public health, safety
and welfare when dealing with the Coronavirus. Certain prudent measures are needed to
prevent the spread of the virus, such as limiting or prohibiting large gatherings, as well as
events, activities and businesses that attract congregations of people.
I am writing to respectfully urge that any order limiting business activities be mindful of the
unique characteristics of the engineering, surveying, and geospatial profession and that these
activities not be closed or limited.
Field work in surveying can continue with low risk. Field crews are commonly 2 or 3
persons, they do not have to work in close physical proximity to one another, or engage
with the general public. In many circumstances, survey technicians can do their work
quicker and more efficiently in the current environment due to reduced traffic on our
streets.
Aerial data acquisition, such as aerial photography for mapping, also known as
photogrammetry and airborne LiDAR collection, is time sensitive. Such projects must
be flown in the coming days and weeks when there is no snow on the ground, the sun
is high enough in the sky so as to not cast long shadows, and the leaves have not yet
come out on trees. This activity cannot wait and resume later this year. An entire
season/year would be lost. If this data is not acquired now, the work of thousands of
employees who will be spending the rest of this year analyzing and processing that data
will be terminated, causing a serious long-term threat to economic recovery.
Moreover, important projects such as resilience, flood plain mapping, development,
infrastructure, and environmental protection, that are dependent on this data will be
delayed, again, stifling longer term economic recovery. It is important to note that the
work performed by surveyors and those in their employ are necessary for “Essential
Critical Infrastructure Workers”, as defined by Department of Homeland Security
guidance, to perform their necessary and critically important responsibilities in service to
our fellow citizens.
Any stop-work or work from home order can and should exempt such surveying-related
activities. Such an exemption would not create a risk of persons being infected or
spreading the virus. A shelter in place order similar to that imposed in Pennsylvania or
Boston and Cambridge, Massachusetts will prevent surveying firms from continuing to
work, causing long term economic slowdown, with no positive impact on the
Coronavirus pandemic. No amount of working from home or telecommuting can
change the need for surveying work in the field.
Under a shelter in place scenario, an exception for these types of activities would
alleviate the impact on surveying business, as well as other planning, design,
construction, and other downstream economic activities, businesses, and
industries that are dependent on surveying for other livelihoods. Even a short-term

limit on surveying-related services will have a long-term negative impact on our
economy.
Additionally, surveyors need state and local government support with regard to
obtaining permits, inspections, and other regulatory and compliance activities and
being allowed to perform field operations to keep our projects on track, keep
companies funded, and keep employees engaged and paid. If these local government
functions come to a close, it will paralyze surveying and other activities that are
dependent on surveys. Finally, government at all levels should continue to fund and
provide notices to proceed on surveying projects and not bring them to a halt.
For the reasons stated above, these activities can be carried out with low health and safety
risk, are vital to keeping our economy moving forward, and should not be limited or
curtailed.
We respectfully urge you to implement policies that are mindful of the unique characteristics
of our profession and the long-term impact a limitation on surveying will have on our
economy. Please permit us to continue working in a safe and responsible manner, to serve
our fellow citizens.

