PSAN BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES
Chances R, York, Nebraska
10:00 a.m., June 26, 2020
1. Meeting called to order at 10:06 a.m. by President Feusner.
2. Roll Call (need seven board members for quorum, per By-laws)
President: Jeremy Feusner – P
Treasurer: John Berry – A
Secretary: David Forsythe – P
Administrative Secretary: Gwen Bowers – P
Directors:
Matt Tinkham (Board Chairman) (2020) – P
Boni Edwards (2020) – P
Jay Dubs (2020) – P
Brian Foral (2021) – P
Eric Schaben (2021) – P
Grant Miller (2021) – P
Casey Sherlock (State Surveyor) (ex-officio director) – A
Dennis Whitfield (Affiliate – SENSLA) – P
Committee Members:
Jerry Penry – P
Guests:
Rex Heiden – P
3. Review and Approve Agenda
Motion to approve by: Matt Tinkham
Second by: Brian Foral
Motion: Pass
4. Meeting Minutes
4.1 Review and approve minutes of the March 27, 2020 PSAN Quarterly Board Meeting.
Item 7.2 in the March minutes lists Brian Forsythe and should be Brian Foral.
Motion to approve the March 27, 2020 minutes with amendment to item 7.2 by: Brian Foral
Second by: David Forsythe
Motion: Pass
5. Reports
5.1 Treasurer: John Berry
5.1.1

Review and approve Treasurer’s Report dated June 24, 2020.
Motion to approve by: Jay Dubs
Second by: Eric Schaben
Motion: Pass

5.2 Administrative Secretary’s Report: Gwen Bowers
Administrative Secretary, Gwen Bowers reported that it’s been a quiet second quarter and not
much to report.
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5.3 Conference Committee: Jeremy Feusner
5.3.1

2020 Summer Seminar, Chadron: Jerry Penry & Phil Curd
Jerry Penry and Phil Curd met on May 19, 2020 at the site for the 2020 Summer
Seminar and have a game plan for the day. Phil is lining up a back-up plan in the
event of inclement weather.

5.3.2

2021 Winter Seminar, Kearney: Dan Martinez
Jeremy Feusner spoke to Dan Martinez. At this time, we are moving forward with
the 2021 Winter Conference as planned. The meeting format may have to be
adjusted depending on any directed health measures put forth by the jurisdiction.
D. Martinez has been in contact with David Doyle and he is still planning on
speaking at the conference.

5.3.3

2021 Summer Seminar, Nebraska City: David Schmitz & Tom Catlett
Jeremy Feusner noted there are no new reports at this time.

5.3.4

2022 Winter Seminar, Kearney ( need volunteer )
Jeremy Feusner informed the Board that he will ask at the 2021 conference for
someone to volunteer to host the 2022 Winter Conference.

5.4 Officer Reports
5.4.1

President: Jeremy Feusner: Nothing to report.

5.4.2

Treasurer: John Berry: Nothing to report.

5.4.3

Secretary: David Forsythe: Nothing to report.

5.5 Directors
5.5.1

Matt Tinkham (2020): Nothing to report.

5.5.2

Boni Edwards (2020: Nothing to report.

5.5.3

Jay Dubs (2020): Nothing to report.

5.5.4

Brian Foral (2021): Nothing to report.

5.5.5

Eric Schaben (2021): Nothing to report.

5.5.6

Grant Miller (2021): Nothing to report.

5.5.7

Casey Sherlock (State Surveyor): See attached report

5.5.8

Dennis Whitfield (Affiliate – SENSLA)
SENSLA had a meeting on June 20, 2020. All meetings are, so far, on hold; but
they are trying to schedule more meetings. SENSLA is wanting to set up a 4-hour
seminar on the proposed minimum standards. There is no scheduled date yet, but
hoping for August or September.
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5.6 Standing Committees
5.6.1

Education Committee: Matt Tinkham
Due to COVID-19, the committee lost out on a lot of community engagement
opportunities this Spring with schools being shut down. The committee is working
on the format for the 2021 Winter Seminar.

5.6.2

Historical Committee: Jerry Penry
Nothing to report for second quarter. But, Jerry Penry asked if there was any
update on the Nelson Buck sign. Jeremy and Boni said they will plan to get together
to look at it and work on it.

5.6.3

Legislative Committee: Todd Whitfield – PEC Report
Jeremy Feusner reported that he’d spoken to Todd Whitfield and there is nothing
to report due to everything being slow because of COVID-19.

5.6.4

GIS Committee: Erik Hubl
Matt Tinkham reported that Erik Hubl is now retired. M. Tinkham will reach out to
Erik and the rest of the GIS Committee to look into getting a new committee chair.

5.6.5

Nominations and Membership Committees: Boni Edwards – No report

5.6.6

Publications Committee: Gwen Bowers
Gwen Bowers reported that the Spring Newsletter has been published along with
the Summer Seminar flyer. Also, online payments for Summer Seminar registration
is available. G. Bowers reiterated that she’s still looking for help with photos and
articles for the quarterly newsletters from the Board and membership.
Dennis Whitfield suggested that maybe we include a section from the Board of
Examiners and/or NCEES articles in the newsletters. G. Bowers noted that many
of the other land surveying associations include these types of messages in their
magazines/newsletters and these types of articles would be consistent with the
other industry publications.

5.6.7

Ethics and Standards Committee: Jerry Penry, Chair
(Committee: Jeremy F., Brian F., Jay D., Casey S., Virlyn B. (SENSLA))
5.6.7.1 Minimum Standards: Jerry Penry
Jerry Penry reported that all Board members should have the latest
draft that was sent with the poll to membership. J. Penry asked that
Gwen Bowers send a reminder in mid-July to membership to review the
draft and respond to the poll before the poll date closes at the end of
August. He noted that we need to figure out how to get our members
engaged in the comment process before the 2021 Winter Conference.
Essentially, we want to have the Minimum Standards finalized before
the conference so that at the conference, it’s ready to go and there
won’t be too much discussion and it’ll just be approved in the General
Assembly vote. Jeremy Feusner noted that there have been a few very
insightful comments received.
Page 3 of 6

Brian Foral asked if we can/need to try to enforce the standards through
the Board of Examiners. J. Feusner noted that beyond making a
complaint, we need to police ourselves.
J. Penry suggested the committee have a conference call after the
August 31, 2020 deadline to discuss comments prior to the September
PSAN Board Meeting.
B. Foral asked, how are we going to handle the General Assembly
meeting? J. Feusner said that we’ll have to appoint a Sargent at Arms
to keep order and enforce speaking time limits. J. Feusner noted that
this is, and should be, important to our members and they should be,
respectfully, passionate about the review.
David Forsythe recommended that when the reminder goes out, add a
note that there will be a time limit at the General Assembly meeting, so
please engage in the poll process and add comments there.
The sub-committee will plan to meet after the August 31 deadline, make
changes taking into account the poll comments, and then present an
updated version of the Minimum Standards to the PSAN Board at the
September board meeting
5.6.7.2 Constitution and By-Laws Review: David Forsythe – No report
5.6.8

Public Relations Committee: Eric Schaben
This committee has had a slow start. Eric Schaben asked, if we have a Facebook
page, will it be an open or closed group page? It was decided that the page would
be an open group, but comments will need to be moderated.
Dennis Whitfield asked if PSAN social media is going to be set up in-house or does
the Board want to spend a little money on getting this going? E. Schaben stated
that, for now, this will be managed in-house.
Jeremy Feusner would like to see some social media streams up and running by
the end of the year.

5.6.9

Associate Committee: Brian Foral
Brian Foral informed the Board that he’d reached out to LaVern Schroeder to
understand what the Associate Committee was designed to do. Based on the
definitions of the types of our membership, should be more along the lines of SITs.
B. Foral will continue to work to develop this committee and will reach out to some
of our Associate members to assist, maybe similar to the Young Surveyors groups
that are currently out there.

5.6.10 NSPS: Dan Martinez
Jeremy Feusner talked to Dan Martinez. NSPS has a meeting scheduled
September 24-26 in Tulsa, but they are still deciding whether to meet in person or
virtually. During the virtual NSPS Spring Board Meeting, Dan was elected to the
NSPS Foundation Board of Trustees (2020-2023).
5.6.11 Nebraska State Surveyor: Casey Sherlock – See attached report
Discussion regarding the report was as follows:
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Dennis Whitfield stressed the point regarding policing ourselves; it’s really for the
good of our profession and the public. He’s emphasized this at several meetings
and it appears that it’s starting to take hold. The Board of Examiners does not need
an official complaint to invite someone in. There are a few land surveyors that will
be coming to visit the Board in July and it’s mainly about reiterating minimum
standards.
Jerry Penry asked if all LSs in Nebraska received the draft of the minimum
standards. Gwen Bowers noted that it was only sent to members of PSAN and
Dennis then forwarded that to SENSLA members that are not already members of
PSAN. Jay Dubs asked if we have an obligation to send it to all LSs, even those
who are not members of PSAN. Jeremy Feusner said no. If you are engaged in
your profession, you should be a member of your professional society and attend
conferences and meetings. Also, the changes we make aren’t law unless the
Board of Examiners adopts the changes. It was also noted that other states require
a minimum standard refresher course every 2 years. D. Whitfield informed the
Board that if PSAN approves the Minimum Standards at our Winter Conference,
the Board of Examiners would meet and potentially approve the Minimum
Standards at their March 2021 meeting; the changes would then be published in
the July 2021 book.
Further in the report was verbiage from the Board of Examiners regarding seals.
Rex Heiden noted that he was upset with the letter he’d received from the Board
of Examiners regarding the seals. R. Heiden contacted Casey Sherlock about the
letter and they discussed the interpretation of the wording of the letter. R. Heiden
interpreted the letter to the extent that his seal was in violation/invalid. The wording
in this report given to the PSAN Board is different from the wording in the letter
that R. Heiden received from the Board of Examiners. Eric Schaben added that
he’d interpreted the language of the letter from the Board of Examiners the same
way that had R. Heiden. D. Whitfield noted the intent of the letter was to
reiterate/create consistency. The Board of Examiners has seen some very
interesting seals that are not consistent with standards. J. Feusner advised that
we send our concerns regarding the rubber seals/stamps to the Board of
Examiners.
6. Old Business
6.1 MCC Foundation Scholarship
Matt Tinkham advised the Board that there is a program at MCC that is similar to the program at
SCC in the way that they’ve created classes to support the surveying profession. But, it seems
that SCC has got their program back on track and SCC should continue to receive the support of
PSAN. Jeremy Feusner asked if we should consider offering a scholarship at MCC too. J. Feusner
is going to talk to John Berry to get his thoughts on our financial ability to support both programs.
7. New Business
7.1 Membership Applications
7.1.1 Donald Andrews, LS-435
7.1.2 Karen Brightenburg, LS-611
Motion to approve both applications: Matt Tinkham
Second: Boni Edwards
Motion: Pass
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7.2 Records Retention: Gwen Bowers
Gwen Bowers noted that almost all of our current hard copy files are captured in our Google Drive
account and wondered for how long she needs to retain hard copies of files.
The Board determined that for files of historical value, keep indefinitely. The Board also directed
G. Bowers to reach out to our accountant regarding retention times for financial records.
7.3 Online Posting of Board Minutes: Gwen Bowers
Gwen Bowers noted that previously, only the Board Minutes had been published online, without
the supporting attached reports. G. Bowers asked if ALL contents from the Board meetings should
be included when published online, minutes and supporting reports. The Board was in agreement
that publishing all submitted reports along with the minutes promotes transparency.
Motion to include all written reports with approved board meeting minutes online: Matt Tinkham
Second: David Forsythe
Motion: Pass
7.4 Legal Review of Proposed Minimum Standards
Jeremy Feusner noted that in the Board of Examiners report, Casey Sherlock indicated a legal
review of the proposed minimum standards. J. Feusner looked into this and talked to John Berry
and Todd Whitfield. In the past, we’ve used attorneys for different things and it’s important that
with the updates/changes to the minimum standards, we make sure it’s worded correctly.
Dennis Whitfield asked if the direct supervision clause would have enough strength built into it to
give the Board of Examiners the authority to go after someone. He added that, in the past,
SENSLA has hired an attorney who is familiar with surveying to review verbiage. The Board
supported the idea of hiring an attorney to review the draft of the minimum standards.
Motion to allow the sub-committee up to $2500 for a preliminary legal review of our minimum
standards draft: Brian Foral
Second: Eric Schaben
Motion: Pass
D. Whitfield volunteered to draft a scope letter to two attorneys. He will send the letter to Gwen
and she will send the scope letter to the Board for review. If the Board approves the scope letter,
will move forward with sending to two attorneys.
8. Good of the Association
8.1 POB Magazine Article
9. Board of Director 2020 Meeting Schedule
Friday, March 27, 2020 (conference call due to COVID-19)
Friday, June 26, 2020 (meeting, York, NE)
Friday, September 25, 2020 (meeting, York, NE)
Friday, December 4, 2020 (conference call)
10. Motion to Adjourn
Motion to adjourn by: Jay Dubs
Second by: David Forsythe
Motion: Pass
Meeting adjourned at 12:59 p.m.
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Treasurer's Report
6/24/2020

UNION BANK
3/24/2020

$26,153.17

Date

Num

Description

Category

3/31/2020
4/6/2020
4/6/2020
4/15/2020
4/15/2020
4/30/2020
5/5/2020
5/5/2020
5/7/2020
5/7/2020
5/15/2020
5/30/2020
5/30/2020
5/31/2020
5/31/2020
6/15/2020

2734
2735
2736

NSPS
Gwen Bowers
Gwen Bowers
Deposit
IRS Taxes
Neb. Quarterly Tax
Gwen Bowers
Gwen Bowers
Deposit
NSPS
IRS Taxes
Gwen Bowers
Gwen Bowers
Glenda Harders CPA
Century Link
IRS Taxes

Dues
March Salary
March Phone
2020 Membership Dues

2737
2738
2739
2740
2741
2742
2743

Memo

Amount
-$40.00
-$1,272.08
-$85.00
$175.00
-$272.70
-$75.30
-$1,272.08
-$85.00
$175.00
-$100.00
-$272.70
-$85.00
-$1,272.08
-$52.00
-$0.59
-$272.70

April Salary
April Phone
2020 Membership Dues
Dues
May Phone
May Salary
quarterly taxes
previous bill

TOTAL

-$4,807.23

Checking Account

$21,345.94

Edward Jones Account
Scholarship
Monument Fund

$77,526.11
$6,902.51
$5,041.83

